Robbin Ami Silverberg

Artist's Statement

My artist books and installations explore a wide range of themes and styles, particularly when collaborating with others.  What is consistent to all my artwork is an obsessive need to fully articulate those ideas in every detail.  The structure & design, the methods of production, the choice of materials and the process of reading/viewing - are all essential aspects of Dobbin Books.  

This desire to maximize impact and dialogue has kept me committed to the papermaking process: I make my paper - not just because I love the material - but more so because I want total control which includes activating the substrate. Choice of fiber and its preparation with its resulting tensile strength and shrink, the paper's surface texture, form, color and sound - all enhance the meaning of the work.  An example of this emphasis is From Dreams to Ashes - an artist book about nightmares - where the fiber, mugwort, was chosen since it had been used in Colonial times to remember prophetic dreams.

The discovery of a duster made from an actual block-printed book in Kyoto, Japan was the catalyst for an ongoing series of "tool" books - working with the forms, mechanics or parts of common tools. Since 1998, I have made brushes of various kinds: dusters, dustpans & brushes, brooms, clothing hangers, hand mirrors to name a few.  These objects and their respective texts search for the meaning of the object and of 'book' when transformed to its 'dual' function. Much of my recent artwork focus on the image of text, based on a Cabbalistic belief in both the Black Torah and the White Torah.  The black one consists of all the written words while the White Torah is made up of all the space between the letters and the words.  This body of work focuses on that 'in between', the parts of a text, the world, and ideas which we customarily deem of no importance.   As seen in Thoughts in the Form of a Letter, one is forced to re-think the very act of 'reading'.
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